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Listen to KBEC 
 

Saturday mornings at 8:10 a.m. on 
1390 AM. 
 

The Ellis County Master Gardeners 
have a five minute segment every 
week, offering you helpful infor-
mation on what you need to be do-
ing in your landscape, as well as 
ñhappeningsò around the county. Be 
sure to listen in! 

Melinda Kocian 

W elcome to the Ellis County Master Gardenerõs E-Gardening Newsletter. The purpose of this newsletter is to 
give you a month-by-month agenda of what you should be doing with your landscape. We will feature horticul-

tural articles that we hope you will find interesting, and important dates where you can find the Master Garden-
ers speaking, demonstrating, and passing out information relative to your garden. If you would like to receive this 
newsletter monthly via your email address, log onto our website www.ECMGA.com and click on subscribe. Best of 
all; itõs FREE!      Editors and Newsletter Team: Susan Ellis, Donna Hubbard, Bree Shaw 

 

 

Second Tuesday of the month 

Carolyn Ross, Waxahachie native and Ellis County Master Gardener and Indian 
Trail Master Naturalist, will be speaking at our monthly meeting on Tuesday, 
April 10, 2018. The program is titled ñAdding a Wildscape to Your Gardenò. Car-
olyn received certification from the Native Plant Society of Texas in native land-
scaping, and will share with us her progress in adding native plants to her property 
and how to create a garden that is healthy for all of its inhabitants. 

Social time begins at 9:30am and the program begins at 10am. Please be our guest! The meeting 
takes place in the Fidelis ñBanquetò Hall of the First United Methodist Church, 505 W. Marvin 

Every Saturday from April 28 to October 27   8am-1pm.  

410 S. Rogers (across from City Hall in the old lumberyard building) 

Visit the Master Gardenersô Booth! 

* Useful gardening tips 
* Plants and herbs for sale 
* Free handouts...Some items for a fee 

* Tell a friend to sign up for the E-Garden Newsletteré
itôs FREE! 

 

Every week at the Market, there is a unique theme designed to high-
light vendor products, in-season produce, childrenôs activities, or inter-
esting garden subjects. Following are the upcoming themes for April 
and early May:  

 

April 28:Grand OpeningðMeet the Sellers 

May 5: Cinco De Mayo 

TRIVIA 

The record one day rainfall in Waxahachie was on April 17, 2016, with 10.1 inches. May 
of 2016, was recorded as the wettest month of an average of 8.81 inches. DFWôs total 

was 16.96 inches for the month. 
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Planting 

Î Plant warm-season annual flowers. For sun (6+hours per day): angelonias, copper plants, firebush, lantana, moss rose, 
purslane, pentas, ornamental sweet potatoes, and zinnias. For Shade (less than 4 hours per day): begonias, coleus, impati-
ens, and perilla. Select short, compact plants. 

Î Plant okra and southern peas (black-eyed peas, etc.). Squash, cucumbers, and melons can still be planted. 

Î Many herbs can also be planted from transplants (dill, parsley, fennel, mint, oregano, and thyme). 

Î Now is the best time to plant Bermudagrass and St. Augustine grass sod. Grade and smooth area prior to installing sod to 
ensure good soil contact. Keep moist until roots are established. 

Î Seeded varieties of Bermudagrass may be sown starting mid-month. Keep soil moist until seed germinate, and grass has 
established a good root system. 

Î Select caladium tubers now, while ample stocks are available, for May planting. 

Fertilizing and Pruning 

Î Apply a high-nitrogen fertilizer to established lawns. Use product containing at least half of its nitrogen in slow-release 
from. 

Î Mow common Bermudagrass at 1 İ inches and St. Augustine grass at 2 İ inches. Frequent mowing with sharp blades will 
keep an established lawn thick and healthy; but avoid removing more than one-third of the leaf surface each time. 

Î Fertilize roses every 4 to 6 weeks from now to September. Start with a balanced fertilizer, then apply ammonium sulfate or 
other high-nitrogen fertilizer as new growth appears, following a flowering cycle. 

Garden Watch 

Î Check new plant growth for aphids. A few can be tolerated but large numbers should be controlled. Washing them off with 
a strong spray water may be all that is necessary for control.  

Î Eliminate fire ants in your landscape by broadcasting labeled bait while temperatures are between 70 and 90 degrees. If fire 
ants are still present after using bait, treat the individual mounds with appropriate insecticide. Contact the Texas A&M 
AgrLife Extension Service ï Ellis County at 972-825-5175 for more information. 

Î Look for rose rosette disease. New growth on diseased roses exhibit elongated/enlarged canes, reddish leaves and stems, 
and excessive thorns. Remove and destroy infected plants and roots immediately. There is no proven control for this fatal 
disease.  

Î Soil purchased for use in beds, low areas, and containers should be examined closely. Nutsedge and other weeds are often 
brought in the yard through contaminated soil sources. 

Î Watch newspapers and media for information regarding wildflower trails, garden tours, and plant sales. 

Conservation-Wise 

Î Installing a new lawn? If so, consider seeding a native grass mixture. It will require less mowing, fertilizer, and most im-
portantly, less water. 

Î Design vegetable garden in blocks, not rows, to shade roots, and reduce evaporation. Group plants with similar water needs 
to maximize supplemental irrigation. 

Visitors enjoying the 2018 Expoé.See you next year! 

Save The Date! 
Sat., March 30, 2019  
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Barbaraôs Buttons ï Sunflower Family (Asteraceae) Marshallia caespitosa  DC. 

Region: 1 through 8 (Ellis County is Region 4) 
Size:  6 ï 8 inches 
Blooms: April ï June, Perennial 

 
 
 
No one knows how Barbaraôs buttons got its name, but there is no doubt that this dainty little flow-
er attracts the eye. Most often it is white, but it may also be pale pink, creamy or lavender. The 
flower head, topping a slender stem, is 1İ inches across and is composed of numerous fragrant disk 
flowers that form a lacy-looking ball. Stems may be solitary or several, forming a clump. There are 
two varieties of this plant: M. caespitosa var.caespitosa has slender leaves, six inches long, crowd-
ed near the base, with bare stems supporting the flower heads. M caespitosa var.signata has leafy 
stems and is endemic to south and Midwest Texas, where it sometimes forms colonies. 

 

Featured Texas Wild Flower of the Month  
Submitted by Melinda Kocian  

Ellis County Master Gardener  

 

Another successful 
year in the Crepe 
Myrtle Room with the 

children !! 


